
thoughts and ideas.  In these times of 
significant difficulty for public sector 
managers, the networking and col-
laboration that occurs becomes more 
valuable than ever.  We wish to reach 
out to all CPM graduates to help them 
understand and appreciate the value 
of membership. 

At the recent annual meeting, held on 
October 9 in Plover, we elected a new 
group of officers and board members 
that will take over on January 1. Con-
gratulations to Mark Evans for being 
elected to serve as your President for 
2008-2009.  Mark’s talents and lead-
ership abilities were showcased dur-
ing his tenure as the AACPM Confer-
ence Chair and we are sure to shine 
under his guidance. 

It’s been my honor and privilege to 
serve as President.  I look forward to 
working with all of you in the future 
and wish the new Board the best of 
luck! 
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Verbal Judo Training  - February 27, 2008 in 
Madison (specific location TBD)  
8:00 am—3:30 pm 
 
WSCPM Board Meeting - February 28, 
2008, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm with lunch to 
follow at the United Way of Madison, 2059 
Atwood Ave. - Free Parking. 
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Greetings Society Members, 

I could not have been more proud to 
serve as your President these past two 
years.   The recently completed 19th An-
nual AACPM Conference, which we have 
been planning for several years, was by 
all accounts an outstanding success and 
certainly the highlight of my term as Presi-
dent.  We made available to all members 
premier educational programs and excel-
lent networking opportunities with public 
managers from across the nation.  The 
planning of this event strengthened our 
Society and our relationship with the Con-
sortium as well.  It is easy to reflect on this 
accomplishment and the many others of 
our Society. You should all be proud to be 
associated with the Wisconsin Society of 
Certified Public Managers®! 

Membership is at an all-time high of 124.  
It will be critical for more of you to become 
active members so that we can continue 
to grow.  New members bring fresh 

Jeffrey Roemer, President 
RW Management Group Inc. 
1295 Appleton Rd, Suite 2  
Menasha, WI  54952 
920-727-1000 
FAX 920-727-1003 
jeffroem@aol.com 
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State Society Activities/Involvement : 
Kathy stepped in as Treasurer of WSCPM in January 2007 to complete the term va-
cated by Dave Ryun upon his retirement as Wood Co. Jail Administrator.  Kathy has 
done an outstanding job as WSCPM Treasurer in 2007 and was elected in October 
2007 to continue in this position for the 2 year term: 2008-2009. 
 
In spring 2007, Kathy also took on the job of Treasurer of the National 2007 AACPM 
Annual Training Conference requiring 15-20 hrs/week labor from home during eve-
nings & weekends (peaking in July through mid-Sept.), managing the rapid growth in 
pre-conference financial and organizational communications.  She managed all finan-
cial transactions for registrations as well as all other financial transactions for the en-
tire national conference. 
 
Kathy also took leadership roles handling and/or facilitating several other parts of the 
National 2007 AACPM Annual Training Conference including meal planning, site logis-
tics, and entertainment events and was a key contact coordinating Conference Com-
mittee Members on-site, during the conference.  Amazingly, Kathy has done all this, 
fast and efficiently, while frequently under great pressure, and consistently maintaining 
a friendly, happy and relaxed demeanor and engaging smile. 
  
Career Accomplishments : 

Kathy was high school valedictorian at Cadott High School, graduating in 1985.  Kathy earned a Bachelors in Business 
Administration from UW-Madison in 1990 with a double major in Accounting and Information Systems.  Kathy worked as a 
Systems Support Consultant for Hewitt Associates in Lincolnshire, IL, a benefits consulting firm, from 1990 to 1992, on HR 
employee benefit systems using HP and IBM mainframe applications.  While working for Hewitt, Kathy passed her CPA 
exam in November 1991.   
 
Kathy started working in the WI Dept. of Administration (DOA) in August 2002 as a Senior Accountant.  In March 2004, 
Kathy was promoted to a Career Executive position as Section Chief of Management Information within the newly created 
Division of Enterprise Technology (DET), to manage the Financial Applications Section and has been managing staff sup-
porting the State’s accounting system since May 2005.  Kathy is also responsible for managing the State’s Budget System, 
Treasury systems and DET’s Resource Management System (RMS).  While working full-time, Kathy also earned a Master 
of Science in Information Systems from UW-Madison, in 2000. 
Kathy earned her CPM from UW-Madison in May 2005. 

 
Community Service : 
Kathy was given the Jostens Scholarship and D.A.R. Good Citizenship Awards in 1985.  Kathy held officer positions in 
Beta Alpha Psi, an honorary organization for Financial Information students and professionals dedicated to academic ex-
cellence, lifelong growth, service and ethical conduct.  She held officer positions in the Data Processing Management As-
sociation as an undergraduate, was a member of the Student Faculty Board, and  has been a volunteer for the Girl Scouts’ 
Business Basics Program.      Congratulations Kathy! 

Mark Evans presents Kathy Skiera with 
the WSCPM 2007 “Manager of the Year” 
Award 

Sharon Kelley, CPM 
AACPM/CPM Education Foundation Board Member 

 
WSCPM member Sharon Kelley was appointed to serve as an interim member of the AACPM/CPM Education Foundation 
Board of Directors by AACPM President Ronald Lewis Buchholz.  The appointment will be for a two-year term beginning 
January 1, 2008. 

The Foundation was created in October 2007 in New Hampshire as a non-profit entity to secure funding for future 
educational activities of the Academy.  The other interim Foundation Board Members are AACPM President Greg 
Hyland, AACPM Treasurer Larry Gordon, AACPM President Bill Herman and Ronald Lewis Buchholz. 

AACPM President Buchholz cited Kelley’s experience, perspective and the fact she is a Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA) as tremendous assets which will greatly benefit AACPM in her role as CPM Education Foundation Board 
Member. 
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The 19 th Annual AACPM Conference! 

 
It’s hard to believe, but our September 2007 AACPM National Conference is already almost 2 

months in the past.  We will, however, carry with us many 
great memories of all we did and all that happened.   

 
Some quick highlights from our Banquet award 

ceremony include our Society President, Jeff Roemer being 
nominated for the 
prestigious Henning 
Award, Sharon Kelley 
of DHFS being 
awarded the Fran L. 
Wilkinson Memorial 
Scholarship, Robert J. 
Slottke being given a 
special award by Susan 
Paddock and Robbi 
Dreifuerst from the 
Wisconsin CPM 
Program for his 
exemplary professional 
character and Ron 
Buchholz being given an 
award for his service as the 
AACPM President for 
2007.   

We have lots of 
other photos from our 
conference, along with 
some video clips of the 
opening ceremonies in the 
Capitol, all of which will be 
available soon, from our 
Web site, www.wscpm.org.  
We hope all of you had a 
great time! 

 
 
 
Next WSCPM Board Meeting: 

Our next WSCPM Board meeting will be at the United Way building, 2059 Atwood Ave., in 
Madison.  Parking is free and lunch will be provided.  These meetings are open to all Society 
members.  Our agenda will include planning our professional training and other events for the coming 
year.  Please join us and help us continue growing and sharing our future! 
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In August 2007, the Wisconsin Certified Public Manager® program received re-
accreditation from the Wisconsin Accreditation Committee.  

“The Wisconsin CPM program is extremely strong, well run, and is in compliance 
with the Consortium’s requirements for accreditation.  On behalf of the other 
committee members, Sara Moya from Arizona, Jeanne Olivas from Kentucky, I 
want to express our appreciation to Susan Paddock, Director, and Robbi Drei-
fuerst, Associate Director of the Wisconsin CPM Program for preparing extensive 
information and documentation for the committee’s review and for planning and 
ensuring a most productive site visit, stated Michael A. Waters, Wisconsin Ac-
creditation Committee Chair, Arkansas Public Administration Consortium#�

WSCPM was cited under “exemplary characteristics” in the formal report.  “The 
Wisconsin CPM Society plays a crucial role in the continuing process, develop-
ment, and success of the CPM program.  Their 
total support of the program and constant recruit-
ing for the program indicate the long term suc-
cess of the CPM program in Wisconsin. With the 
national AACPM annual conference being held in 
Madison Wisconsin this year, the work of the so-
ciety and the strength of its members will be evi-
dent to the rest of the member states”. 

Congratulations to Susan and Robbi and thank 
you to all WSCPM members who assisted with 
the AACPM Conference! 
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The Power of Attitude   

“Our lives are not determined by 
what happens to us, but by how we 
react to what happens; not by what 
life brings to us, but by the attitude 
we bring to life. A positive attitude 
causes a chain reaction of positive 
thoughts, events, and outcomes. It 
is a catalyst... a spark that creates 
extraordinary results.'“ 

Author unknown 


