
On Thurs. 23 Oct., we had our Soci-
ety Annual Meeting in Portage.  Our 
meeting minutes along with some pho-
tos are posted on our Web site, so 
check those out.  Our next Society 
meeting will be in Feb., with a date and 
location yet to be determined.   We’ll 
have this set by late November and we’ll 
have this posted on our Web site under 
Upcoming Events  before Thanksgiving.   
Highlights of our February meeting will 
be a conference call with members of 
other state societies and one of that 
meeting’s agenda items will be a strate-
gic planning effort for the American 
Academy of Certified Public Managers®.  
We’ll also be modeling the use of a free 
on-line, Internet-based collaboration 
tool.  You’ll want to attend this meeting. 

Also, in case you don’t know, our 
2008 society membership is the highest 
in our history!  We have 38 more mem-
bers than we had in 2007, reaching a 
total membership of 160!  This is im-
pressive.  There is an amazing talent 
base in our membership.  We will con-
tinue to seek your expert advice and 
participation in our 2009 activities. 

On behalf of our Society Board, very 
� � �Continued on page 2) 

 
WSCPM Board Meeting - Will be held at 
10:00 a.m. on February 26 or March 5, 
2009.  Meeting date and location TBD. 
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�Living the Dream! 

      One of the many memorable parts of 
this year’s National AACPM Professional 
Training Conference in Columbus, OH 
were keynote presentations by The Chalk-
guy, Ben Glenn http://www.chalkguy.com/ 
and the mime and juggler, Curtis Zimmer-
man (http://curtiszimmerman.com/ ).  One 
phrase Mr. Zimmerman clearly left in the 
minds of all of us who saw his presenta-
tion is that we are indeed, “living the 
dream .”   In this country more than any 
place else in the world, we have opportu-
nities to change our own lives and influ-
ence the lives of those around us.  In-
deed, we are living the dream of most 
other people in the world!  Further, as 
public managers in our democracy, we 
can help others access the tools to live 
their dreams, too.  

It was a great conference and those 
of us able to attend are grateful we had 
the chance to share this experience.  We 
all hope we can share next year’s confer-
ence with more of you in Sept. 2009 when 
the 21st National AACPM Conference 
meets in Orlando, FL.  By around Febru-
ary 2009, we hope to have links to the 
Orlando conference posted on our Web 
site, www.wscpm.org, so stay tuned! 

Mark Evans, President 
Director, Technical Services 
Madison Metropolitan School District, 
Madison, Wisconsin 
morpho6@tds.net 
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Basket Items Needed!!! 

Help us showcase our great State by donating 
“Wisconsin” themed items that  Mark Evans 
will be taking to the 2009 AACPM Annual 
Conference in Florida in September.  

Mail items to Mark Evans, 7635 Widgeon 
Way, Madison, WI  53717 or bring to one of 
our upcoming events! 

If every member sends one item, our basket 
will be overflowing! 
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Annual Dues Increase 

 

As a WSCPM member, you are automatically a member of the national American Academy of Certified Public Man-
agers®.  Each spring our WSCPM Treasurer pays dues on your behalf to AACPM to keep your membership current 
and provide you with several benefits, including reduced registration fees for the AACPM national training confer-
ences.  (Our next AACPM national conference will be in Orlando 20-23 Sept.2009.  We'll keep you posted with info 
on this conference, so hopefully, you can join others of us from WI as we head to FL next fall.) 

       Beginning in the late 1980's, annual individual membership dues to the AACPM was $10/yr.  To help AACPM 
address their increased costs of services, in 2001, representatives from all state societies voted to increase their con-
tributions of individual dues to AACPM to $15, effective in 2003.  At the OH conference this past Sept., representa-
tives from state societies voted to raise our dues again to AACPM, this time to $20, effective 2009.  These dues to 
our national AACPM are remarkably modest compared to annual dues of other professional organizations but reflect 
increased costs of basic organizational services.   

        To reflect the dues rate change to AACPM, at our Annual WSCPM Meeting in Portage in October, our society 
voted to raise our annual WSCPM Full Membership dues from $60 to $65.  Our Associate Members, for whom we do 
not pay dues to AACPM, will remain at only $15 per year.  All of us remain dedicated to being as cost effective as 
possible in how we use our Society funds and we are grateful for all of the contributions our membership provides.  
Thank you. 

We Need You! 

Ronald Buchholz will be stepping down as our Society’s Historian at the end of this year.  
If you are an organized person or enjoy scrap booking, this may be just the right volunteer 
opportunity for you!   

As Society Historian you keep a record of the Society’s meetings, news and other special 
events.  Meeting attendance is optional.   

If interested or if you have any questions, please contact Ron at ronbuchholz@charter.net 
or Cathy Williquette at Williquette_ca@co.brown.wi.us 

Your Opinion Matters!!!   

In order to continue providing our members with quality training we need your help!  Please take a few minutes to 
respond to this very short training needs survey.  Click here to begin �   SURVEY  or cut and past the following URL 
to your browser http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=1psvxg5ySCQATFZj5GAt0g_3d_3d 

(from page 1) 

 

best wishes to each of you for a 
wonderful rest of 2008 and a happy 
& healthy 2009!  Continue serving 
your organizations and the public in 
a way that makes us all proud of our 
membership in the Wisconsin Soci-
ety of Certified Public Managers® 
and grateful for our training in the 
Certified Public Management® Pro-
gram! 

by Mark Evans, CPM, President: 
WSCPM, Living the Dream! 

WCPM September 12, 2008 Graduates - From left to right: Tim Carey, Dave Shaw, Christina 
Keeley, Laura Ellingson, Lynne McFarlane, Amy Volkmann, Jackie Owens, Mary Lybeck, Ed 
Neckar, Paula Carow, Steve Mael, John Fellows;  plus WSCPM members:  Jim Olson, Richard 
Holden Mark Evans, Lutfi Shahrani and Kathy Skiera.�
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SERVICE TO THE WSCPM –  
A DECADE PLUS OF THOUGHTS, REMEMBRANCES AND RECOLLE CTIONS 
�By: Ronald L. Buchholz, CPM, ronbuchholz@charter.net 

 I write this article shortly after the 2008 Annual Meeting of the WSCPM Board of Directors held in Portage, Wiscon-
sin.  At that Annual Meeting, I announced my retirement as Society Historian effective December 31, 2008.  I have 
served as Society Historian for the last four years. 

  I entered the Wisconsin CPM Program in 1992 and completed the work for my CPM in late 1994 graduating with the 
second class of Graduates from the Program on February 1, 1995.  I then joined the Wisconsin Society and the 
American Academy and continued my involvement. 

 I was elected Society President-Elect at the Fall 1997 Annual Society Meeting becoming President-Elect on January 
1, 1998.  That year I also had the opportunity to attend my first AACPM Professional Development Conference and 
serve as one of the Wisconsin Society’s Delegates at the AACPM House of Delegates (HOD) Meeting.  The AACPM 
Conference that year was hosted by the Mississippi Society and was held in Biloxi, Mississippi. 

 The Society has continued to grow, prosper and mature since being founded in 1993 by the members of the first 
Graduating Class.  The Society has been blessed by having a group of dedicated, committed, resourceful and highly 
talented CPM’s who have been willing to serve the Society as members of the Board of Directors, Society Commit-
tees and in many other ways too numerous to mention here. 

 A significant highlight of the Society was submitting a successful bid in the Fall 2001 to host the 19th Annual AACPM 
Professional Development Conference in 2007.  That Conference was held in September last year at the Concourse 
Hotel in Madison and was a major success, well received by all who attended. 

�The one consistent factor that has withstood the test of time is the opportunity for every Society member to meet, get 
to know and establish professional relationships and personal friendships with like-minded, dedicated public sector 
CPM managers from across the great State of Wisconsin and across the country. 

 My involvement with and participation in WSCPM (and AACPM) activities have rewarded me with an extensive net-
work of colleagues and friends across the state and country.  While too numerous to list them all, I am compelled to 
mention and recognize those CPM’s that I had the very good fortune to serve with on the Society Board of Directors 
over the last eleven years: Cathy Williquette, Jeff Roemer, Reed Woodward, Steve Hoese, Richard Holden, Don 
Phillips, Mike Casey, Dianne Hughes, Debra Shufelt, Sandra Huxtable, Mark Evans, Dan Ryun, Kathy Skiera, Lutfi 
Shahrani and Rick Higgins. 

 I do need to especially mention and recognize Dianne Hughes and Jeff Roemer as two close friends as well as pro-
fessional colleagues.  We three were part of the Phase III group of students that became the second graduating 
class from the Wisconsin CPM Program.  As it turns out, Jeff and I learned that we both grew up in the same north 
side Milwaukee neighborhood as youths and most probably played baseball against each other.  It is truly a small 
world!�

��As I complete my service to the Society and the Board, I challenge each and every member of the Society to maxi-
mize your opportunity to meet new CPM colleagues and friends, step forward and support and provide service to the 
Society and to your fellow CPM’s.  Your actions will result in the Society becoming the nationally recognized, bench-
mark organization for all public sector managers and leaders.  

 I complete my service to you as a Society Board Member by thanking you for putting your faith and trust in me and 
allowing me the opportunity to serve each of you and the Society.  My heartfelt thanks and appreciation to you!  I look 
forward to seeing you at future Society meetings, training opportunities and other events. 

Back in the Fire!!! 

Jeffrey Roemer was hired as Interim Fire Chief for the City of Green Bay on 
April 14, 2008 to fill a vacancy created by retirement.  In July, Jeff was for-
mally named Fire Chief for the City of Green Bay.  Jeff is President of RW 
Management Group, Inc. and immediate past-president of WSCPM.   

CONGRATULATIONS JEFF! 



Cathy Lindsay Williquette, CPM, Publisher 
Brown County Register of Deeds 
P.O. Box 23600 
Green Bay, WI  54305-3600 

Phone: 920-448-4469 
Fax: 920-448-4449 
Email: Williquette_ca@co.brown.wi.us 
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Board of Directors: 

 
Mark Evans , PRESIDENT  
Director, Division of Technical Services 
Madison Metropolitan School District 
morpho6@tds.net 
 
Lutfi Shahrani , PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Benefits Operations Bureau Director  
Unemployment Insurance Division 
State of Wisconsin 

  lutfi.shahrani@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

 
Rick Higgins , SECRETARY 
Trust Fund Supervisor, Benefit Appraisal Sec 
Department of Employee Trust Funds 
rick.higgins@etf.state.wi.us  
 
Kathy Skiera , TREASURER 
Department of Administration 
State of Wisconsin 
kathy.skiera@yahoo.com 
 

 
Jeffrey R. Roemer , PAST-PRESIDENT 
RW Management Group, Inc.    
Jroemer@rwmanagementgroup.com 
 
Debra Shufelt , MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
Human Resources Deputy Director 
City of Appleton        
debra.shufelt@appleton.org 
 
Cathy Lindsay Williquette , MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
Brown County Register of Deeds  
williquette_ca@co.brown.wi.us 
 

   Ex-Officio: 

   Ron Buchholz , Historian 
   ronbuchholz@charter.net 
 
   Dr. Susan Paddock,  State CPM Program Director               
   spaddock@facstaff.wisc.edu  
 
   Robbi Dreifuerst  State CPM Program Assoc. Director 
   dreifuerst@dcs.wisc.edu  

Editor: Dianne Hughes, CPM   


