
State of Wisconsin or the CPM 
image. Please get your nomi-
nations to President Elect 
Mark Evans. The nomination 
forms can be found on our 
web page. 

 I hope to see many of you at 
the board meetings, gradua-
tion ceremony, conference 
planning meetings or training 
sessions taking place the re-
mainder of this year.  

 Have a great spring and 
summer! 

 Jeff 

 

Jeffrey Roemer, CPM 
President WSCPM 

 

Spring is here and the Society 
is entering a very active time 
of year. Please review the 
upcoming activities and train-
ing and visit our web page at 
www.wscpm.com. The end of 
this week the Board will hold 
a regular board meeting in 
conjunction with the gradua-
tion of the current CPM Pro-
gram class. The Board Mem-
bers and attendees will meet 
with the class over the lunch 
hour and then share their spe-
cial moment at the graduation 
in the State Capital.  

 I would like to remind all of 
you, that if you have not sent 
your membership renewals in, 

it is important that we receive 
them before the end of June. 
We are in need of active 
members, who understand the 
value of the management 
network, training and involve-
ment with the American Acad-
emy of Certified Public Man-
agers. The Wisconsin Society 
will be hosting the 2007 
AACPM conference in Madi-
son and we need all members 
to become involved in the 
planning process for this great 
event. 

 It is also the time of year that 
we start looking for nomina-
tions for the 2006 WSCPM 
Manager of the Year. This is 
an active member of WSCPM, 
whom through his or her ef-
forts has made the greatest 
contribution to the Society, the 

From the President 

Upcoming Activities 
• WSCPM Board Meeting May 5, 2006    

9:00—11:30 a.m., Pyle Center, 702 N. 
Langdon Street,  Madison.  Noon lunch 
with graduates at Porta Bella Restaurant, 
425 N. Frances Street. 

• Verbal Judo Seminar September 26, 
2006 in the Madison Area (TBD). 

• WSCPM Annual Meeting October 24, 
2006, 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. lunch to 
follow.  Holiday Inn Fond du lac located 
at the Intersection of Hwy. 151 & 41. 

• Technical Management Seminar   Octo-
ber 25, 2006 at the Holiday Inn Fond du 
lac 
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Kudos to Diane Hermann-Brown 
Congratulations go out to WSCPM member 
Diane Hermann-Brown who has been tapped 
to be the next City of Madison Clerk.  Ac-
cording to the Wisconsin State Journal article 
Diane starts her new position June 5.  

Diane has worked as the clerk in Sun Prairie 
for 11 years and will replace city of Madison 
Deputy Clerk Sharon Christensen, who is retir-
ing after 37 years.   

Diane has 21 years of municipal experience.  
She is a certified public manager and has 
certifications as a  Wisconsin Professional 
Municipal Clerk, 1st Level Master Municipal 
Clerk, and Certified Municipal Clerk.  

 



What’s In It for Me? 
By Cathy Williquette 

 
As WSCPM Communications Chair I 
was asked to update the Society bro-
chure to include information conveying 
what the WSCPM can offer its’ members 
or simply put “what’s in it for me?”. 
 
I am sure many of you reading this may 
be asking yourself that very question.  
What can WSCPM do for me? 
 
Obviously WSCPM wants to obtain and 
retain members.  But to do that our 
members must find value in belonging. 
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WSCPM Board Members at the February 7, 2006 Board Meeting held in Menasha 

1/2 Price Registration for WSCPM Members  
WSCPM members and CPM graduates are entitled to a half-price 
discount on courses offered by the Wisconsin CPM program.  This 
special rate is only available by registering directly with the CPM 
Office.    

To take advantage of this special offer you must complete a paper 
registration form (do not register on-line or over the phone) and 
mail your registration directly to the CPM Program.  CPM offi-
cials will verify your graduation status and forward your registra-
tion request to the Registration Office.  Registration forms can be 
downloaded off the CPM website. 

Mail registration forms to: 

Wisconsin Certified Public Manager® Program 
UW-Madison 
610 Langdon St., Room 313 
Madison WI  53703-1195 

Open Forum  
If you know of any open job po-
sitions our members may be in-
terested in or have any other 

announcements for the greater good of our Soci-
ety please send them to the WSCPM Communi-
cations Chair for inclusion in our newsletter: 

Cathy Williquette 
williquette_ca@co.brown.wi.us  
P.O. Box 23600 
Green Bay, WI  54305-3600 
Fax: 920-448-4449 
 
Newsletters are published quarterly in February, 
May, August and November. 
 
 
 

The benefits identified in our brochure are: 
• Networking and association with 

other  professional managers 
• Opportunities to contribute to profes-

sional public management projects 
• Career development through          

continuing  
• Membership in the American Acad-

emy of Certified Public Managers® 
 
All of these are great and I can personally 
attest to the positive impact they have 
had on my career and personal enrich-
ment. 
 

However I can only get out what I put in this 
organization!  The WSCPM Board and com-
mittees are composed of volunteers, like your-
self, who create, edit and distribute our news-
letter, brochure, and other correspondence, 
attend CPM graduations, plan education 
programs, utilize special skills through our 
Speakers Bureau, meet with other state offi-
cials and are very busy planning the 2007 
AACPM Conference being held for the first 
time in Wisconsin next year. 
 
So the next time someone asks you “what’s in 
it for me?” ask them what can they do for 
WSCPM. 
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Rick refers to himself as a desert rat born and raised in Tucson 
Arizona.  All of his siblings still live in Arizona.  He played sports 
of all kinds through out his high school years including 4 years of 
football and basketball, and one year of baseball in high school.  
He graduated in the bicentennial year of 1976.   

Rick attended Pima Community College and the University of 
Arizona majoring in Business Administration.   He is a graduate 
of the 2002 CPM class.  

Rick married his lovely wife Ann in 1981.  Ann is the middle 
school principal at DeForest Middle School.  They have three 
great children whom they are very proud of. 

His son Tom graduated from UW-Stout in Hotel/Restaurant 
Management 2 years ago and is Assistant Manager at Appleby’s 
restaurant in Wisconsin Dells.   

His daughter Monica  is a senior at UW-Madison majoring in 
Education with a minor in Spanish.   She will be a teacher and 
hopes to be a Principal like her mother someday.  She has been a 
tour guide on the Wisconsin River in Wisconsin Dells for 3 years 
and last year was also a river pilot Captain on the big tour boats. 

His other daughter Sara  is a freshman at UW-Madison and ma-
joring in pre-med and hoping to become a pediatrician.  She wait-
resses at Houlihan’s restaurant in Wisconsin Dells during the 
summer. 

You may be wondering how Rick went from Tucson to Wiscon-
sin?  He worked in greyhound racing for 22 years starting as a 
leadout at age 16.   A leadout is the person that walks the grey-
hounds in front of the crowd and pick them up after the race is 
over.  A great job to keep in shape!  Rick worked his way up 
serving as brakeman (the person that stops the lure, maintains 
the lure motor etc.) kennel master/scale clerk, and finally Pad-
dock Judge/Racing Department Manager at the age of 22.  At 
that time he was the youngest racing official in the country.  The 
Paddock Judge was in charge of 32-40 people and served as the 
Racing Department manager.  He did that for the next 9 years 
and also became a part-time racing judge who determined the 
result of the races. 

Rick was looking for a better job opportunity and saw openings 
for the new racetracks in Wisconsin and was hired as a Board 
Steward/Judge for the state of Wisconsin in Kenosha in 1990 and 
moved there in May.  Kenosha at that time was the largest grey-
hound racetrack in the country.  A few months later he was pro-
moted to Presiding Steward/Judge.  In 1994 he went to work at 
the Wisconsin Dells racetrack and moved to Portage where he 
still lives.  The racetrack was closed in September 1996 and he 
decided to make a career change to spend more time at home 
with the family.  He was also tired of having to work mainly 
nights and weekends for over 22 years. 

Rick was hired as a payroll and benefits specialist at the UW-
Madison Law School in December 1996.  He stayed there looking 
for a move back into management and got hired in December 
1998 at ETF where he still works today as a Trust Fund Supervi-
sor.  Rick is in charge of 9 staff in the Benefit Appraisal Section.  

They process and compute death, retirement, and separation 
benefits along with life and health insurance work. 

Rick loves to canoe, kayak, bike, hike, golf, b-ball, volleyball, 
and bowl.  He loves music, especially the Beatles, traveling, 
going to the movies, and is a season ticket holder for Badger 
football and basketball. 

He took up golf about 4 years ago and has 3 years left to get 
good enough to qualify for the PGA Seniors tour.  Please wish 
him luck!  Dianne Hughes and Jeff Roemer can attest that he 
needs all the luck he can get when it comes to playing golf! 

He is not crazy for moving to Wisconsin as most people claim.  
He loves the change of seasons and the beauty of Wisconsin.  
He claims he will probably become a snowbird though when he 
retires and live again in Tucson or somewhere in Arizona 4-5 
months a year so he can golf year round.   

Rick is happy and proud to be a member of the WSCPM where 
he serves as the Society Secretary for the next 2 years.  Rick 
also serves as the Gift Bag Committee Chair for the 2007 
AACPM National Conference.   

Member Profile—Rick Higgins 

Rick Higgins with his lovely wife Ann 

“One only gets to the top rung on the ladder by stead-
ily climbing up one rung at a time, and suddenly, all 

sorts of powers, all sorts of abilities which you thought 
never belonged to you—suddenly become within your 

own possibility.” 

- Margaret Thatcher 
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Call 1-800-356-8293, ask for Reservations and then for the AACPM block rooms for Sept.2007; 
Rates are $129/139 single/double occupancy (Governor's Club rates $159/169) + 13.5% tax 

* 

September 2007 
Sat. Sept.8 Several local tour plans, a golf outing & an evening 

dinner-boat ride on Lake Mendota 
Sun. Sept.9 Visiting local sites, watching the IronMan Triathlon 

& enjoying an evening Tail-gate Party 
Mon. Sept.10 Opening Ceremony in our State Capitol, with a special 

Native dance presentation by Art Shegonee and a 
“A Wisconsin Fish Boil” themed evening event 

Tues. Sept.11 Training sessions and Awards Banquet, WI style 

Wed. Sept.12 HOD 

Yes, we know you are thinking Bluegrass and Paddle-wheeled Riverboats for 
the fall of 2006, but we are here to tell you to also think cheese, brats, lakes, Badg-
ers, and much, much more, for the fall of 2007.  In fact, some of the activities on 
our Sept.2007 pre-conference and conference agenda are included in the table be-
low: 

Wisconsin Is Ready To Welcome YOU!   
19th Annual AACPM National Professional Development Conference 

Madison Concourse Hotel, Madison, WI: September 9 – 12, 2007 

Our conference theme, Forward in Public Management, which also reflects Wisconsin’s State Motto, “Forward”, will 
be incorporated in our training tracks in Fiscal Management, Technology, Innovation, Leadership and Human Re-
source Management.  

 We know you will want to come to Madison to see old friends and make new ones, to enjoy a full and entertaining 
conference, to experience a glimpse of the historical and cultural richness of our State, and to participate in all of our 
activities including those available the weekend before our conference begins.  

We would like you to book your lodging early!  Shortly after the IronMan Triathlon in September of 2006, it is ex-
pected that over 20,000 people will be booking reservations in Madison hotels for the 2007 IronMan, one year in ad-
vance.  We have a block of rooms available for our conference in 2007, but we wish to book them as early as possible, 
so we could expand our room block and maintain available rooms.  The Concourse Hotel is ready to book our lodging 
reservations now and we invite you to do so immediately.  You can make your reservation now on a credit card over 
the phone. You will NOT be billed until the conference and you can change your payment plan upon your arrival. 
This will insure you get a room and then you can wait until our conference registration pieces are ready and on-line 
this coming fall to sign up for everything else.   

Meanwhile, if you wish to monitor progress on our 2007 Conference planning, visit www.wscpm.org !  We look forward 
to seeing you in Louisville, KY this fall … & up here in Madison, WI in Sept.2007! 

 * Photo reproduced with permission from Dawn & Art Shegonee from http://callforpeace.org/ 



Cathy Williquette, CPM, Publisher 
Brown County Register of Deeds 
P.O. Box 23600 
Green Bay, WI  54305-3600 

Phone: 920-448-4469 
Fax: 920-448-4449 
Email: Williquette_ca@co.brown.wi.us 

The purpose of WSCPM is to improve the quality of 
managers in the public sector through promotion of 
comprehensive training, professional growth and high 
ethical standards of behavior.  We also provide service 
consistent with efficient and effective management prac-
tices, along with demonstrating vision and competence 
in professional management. 

Wisconsin Society of Certified Public 
Managers® 

A Cadre of Management Professionals 
Dedicated to Excellence in Government  

We’re on the Web 

at 

www.wscpm.com 

Membership Benefits:  

• Recognition of commitment to professional standards 

• Association with other professional managers 

• Awareness of new developments in theory and practice 

• Opportunities to contribute to professional public management 
projects 

• Career development through continuing education 

• Membership in the American Academy of Certified Public Man-
agers ® (AACPM)  

 

Site & Logistics 
• Mark Evans, Chair 
• Dianne Hughes 
• Lutfi Shahrani 
 
Program/Speaker-Presenter 
• Cathy Williquette, Co-Chair 
• Jeffrey Roemer, Co-Chair 
• Debra Keckeisen 
• Susan Paddock 
 
Registration 
• Richard Holden, Chair 
• Lt. David A. Ryun 
 
Marketing & PR 
• Dianne Hughes, Chair 
• Don Marx 
• Elizabeth Snider 
 

Hospitality 
• Ron Buchholz, Chair 
• Robbi Dreifuerst 
• Susan Paddock 
 
Entertainment & Activities 
• Cynda Solberg, Chair 
• Elizabeth Snider 
• Lutfi Shahrani 
 
Exhibitor/Sponsor 
• Harold Coltharp, chair 
• Cynda Solberg 
• Cathy Williquette 
 
Gift Bag 
• Rick Higgins, Chair 
• Beth Wroblewski   

2007 AACPM Conference Planning Committee 
Don’t Miss Out! 

Make your room reservations 
now for the 2007 AACPM     
Conference to be held in 
Madison at the Concourse 
Hotel September 9-12, 2007  
by calling  800-356-8293 and 
asking for the AACPM Room 
Block.  Single $129, Double 
$139 Standard Room.  
$159/169 Governors Club.   

Shop Until You Drop! 
Take advantage of the AACPM’s 
link to Amazon.com for your 
internet purchases.  Every time 
you do the Academy receives a 
5% referral fee.  This is a great 
way to help raise funds for the 
Academy! 

www.cpmacademy.org 


